THE DONATIST SCHISM            .'4«
It is in an ecclesiastical soil of exceptional giv.v ness that the Donatist schism took root.
The actual outbreak of the schism date*. tn«w the year 311.    In that year the bishops of  the Proconsular (or Carthaginian)   province   met  .it Carthage for the ordination of a bishop to ch.it important see.    Mensurius, the preceding lnshi»j*, had been summoned to court to answer lor u ccm tumacious subordinate.    Having a  presentiment that he would not return alive, he buried (he ^nU and silver vessels of his church :uul intm-.lrd  fhr secret  to  two of his  senior  clergy,   Hiifnr.  u;:d Celestius.     He   had,   apparently,   ;i    -.hrewd,   if unflattering, appreciation of his clergy, and '.»» la-gave a list of the buried treasures into flu* ifuz^r of a pious old dame in his congreg.ittots.    Men surius did not return, and clergy ami Ktiry mrf for the purpose of electing a successor.     Hniru*. and Celestius had been so much impressed uith the wealth of their church that; they exerted them-selves to secure the election of one nr the nthrt to the see.     However, a certain  C;mli,u»,  wh.i had been a popular archdeacon   under   the  htr bishop, secured the majority of votes,  .unf  «4, ordained bishop of Carthage   by  the :issrwhlr,| bishops.    When, moreover, thc'oUi d,u»c t.u-irt is written : u If unv  tmrhaving publishedtakes the title of 'Prinialp crt'Irelaud,'u»,| the ..il.n • l'-i- *'.
